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abandoned plans for the House wing.
And then in 1800, in December, the
House located here. In 1807, they built
the second wing. They were connected
actually in between by a trellis for a
number of years. And then in 1827 they
built the center rotunda and the Cap-
itol looked a bit like this.

This is a pretty good picture. One of
the oldest pictures, that first Capitol
was designed first of all by Dr. Thorn-
ton who actually did not even get in
the competition that the Congress had
advertised for, came in late, but Thom-
as Jefferson and George Washington
liked the design so much that they
took his design even if it came in after
the bids all closed. In 1827 we com-
pleted the Bullfinch Dome and the Cap-
itol had these two wings and the ro-
tunda in between.

Today, we have the Capitol with the
dome which was added in 1863 and the
wings, the House wing in 1857, the Sen-
ate wing, the north wing, in 1859. You
can see the original first building, and
then the House building, the connec-
tion, the changing of the center and
the addition of this beautiful dome de-
signed by Thomas Walters and the
statue of freedom up on top, which was
taken down recently, refurbished and
put back, that was put up there in 1863.

The other addition to the Capitol is
the east front was redone. It was crum-
bling in the late 1950s, 1958 to I think
1962, that was taken off and redone. So
they extended the east front of the
Capitol.

Not since that point have we en-
larged the Capitol, and never to my
knowledge have we really done any-
thing specifically for the American
people to accommodate them when
they come to visit here. We have mil-
lions and millions of visitors who
crowd the Capitol building.

I am very pleased that we have com-
pleted work and approval; I served as a
member of the Capitol Preservation
Commission, on a Capitol visitors cen-
ter. This was not my idea. It was start-
ed in the 1980s, late 1980s. I believe Vic
Fazio, a Congressman from California,
initiated some of the proposals that
got into a partisan conflict; and it was
derailed, although a study was done in
1991 to create a visitors center.

This past week, the visitors center
authorizing body, which is the Capitol
Preservation Commission, 18 Members
of the House and Senate authorized
moving forward in the next phase the
approval of some $12 million for the
center and reconfirmed that the visi-
tors center will be in the east front, to-
wards the Supreme Court and the Li-
brary of Congress.

Everything will be located under-
ground. It will not change the view.
There will be three stories under-
ground, if I can get this up here quick-
ly. Two stories will be exhibition space,
solely for visitors. There will be three
auditoriums, one 550-seat, two 250-seat.
Right now we really do not even have a
place to bring folks in. In fact, folks
stand out in line in rain, snow, sleet,
whatever, subject to the elements.

Two top stories will accommodate
visitors, rest rooms, first aid facilities.
Again, everything underground. It will
not change any of the view of the Cap-
itol building. The bottom level will be
a service floor, goods and services will
come in through a tunnel. The tunnel
was planned sometime ago, and part of
it exists now. Rather than having the
trash and garbage and other service de-
liveries through the front door of the
Capitol, that will all be done under-
ground. Accommodations for our visi-
tors trying to bring to life the Capitol,
and also to make their visit more
pleasant.

We are just about at capacity. Plus
we do not have assistance for those
who are disabled, handicapped and oth-
ers to get around the Capitol. This is
one of the most exciting improvements
ever to our Nation’s Capitol, the sym-
bol of freedom for the entire world and,
of course, our Nation. It will make vis-
its for students, for adults, for elderly,
for infirm so much more pleasant.

I am so pleased to have had the lead-
ership of the House and Senate in this
effort. I commend all those involved. It
is an exciting project not only for the
Congress but for the American people
and the country.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. DEGETTE (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today after 3:30 p.m. on
account of official business in the Dis-
trict.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MARKEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. BROWN of Florida, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, for 5 min-

utes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. TAUZIN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. EHLERS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SAXTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. RAMSTAD, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GOSS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. NETHERCUTT, for 5 minutes, No-

vember 11.

f

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Administration, reported
that that committee had examined and
found truly enrolled bills and joint res-

olutions of the House of the following
titles, which were thereupon signed by
the Speaker:

H.R. 348. An act to authorize the construc-
tion of a monument to honor those who have
served the Nation’s civil defense and emer-
gency management programs.

H.R. 915. An act to authorize a cost of liv-
ing adjustment in the pay of administrative
law judges.

H.R. 3061. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to extend for an ad-
ditional 2 years the period for admission of
an alien as a nonimmigrant under section
101(a)(15)(S) of such Act, and to authorize ap-
propriations for the refugee assistance pro-
gram under chapter 2 of title IV of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act.

H.J. Res 76. Joint resolution waiving cer-
tain enrollment requirements for the re-
mainder of the first session of the One Hun-
dred Sixth Congress with respect to any bill
or joint resolution making general appro-
priations or continuing appropriations for
fiscal year 2000.

H.J. Res. 78 Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2000, and for other purposes.

f

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION
PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Administration, reported
that that committee did on this day
present to the President, for his ap-
proval, bills and a joint resolution of
the House of the following titles:

H.R. 3061. To amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act to extend for an additional 2
years the period for admission of an alien as
a nonimmigrant under section 101(a)(15)(S) of
such Act, and to authorize appropriations for
the refugee assistance program under chap-
ter 2 of title IV of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act.

H.R. 915. To authorize a cost of living ad-
justment in the pay of administrative law
judges.

H.R. 348. To authorize the construction of
a monument to honor those who have served
the Nation’s civil defense and emergency
management programs.

H.J. Res. 76. Waiving certain enrollment
requirements for the remainder of the first
session of the One Hundred Sixth Congress
with respect to any bill or joint resolution
making general appropriations for fiscal
year 2000.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 25 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, November 11, 1999, at 2 p.m.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5285. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Defense
Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement;
Coordinated Acquisition Procedures Update
[DFARS Case 99–D022] received November 8,
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